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1. Overview 
 

1.1 Background 

This Media Policy was developed for ‘Spinifex Country’ and Spinifex People.  

Spinifex Country comprises the Spinifex and Untiri Pulka Native Title determination areas - a total of 

120,309.23 square kilometres in Western Australia’s Great Victoria Desert.  

Map 1 below shows the determination areas (in orange) that are relevant to this policy. 

Map 1- Spinifex and Untiri Pulka Native Title determination areas 

 

Spinifex People are the Traditional Owners and Native Title Holders of Spinifex Country.  Spinifex 

People use the term Aṉangu – meaning 'Aboriginal Person or People’ in the local language, 

Pitjantjatjara. In this policy, Aṉangu is used when referring to the Spinifex and Untiri Pulka Native 

Title Holders, their connection to each other and their shared Country.  

Most Aṉangu live in Tjuntjuntjara, a closed community on Spinifex Country. Located 650 km 

northeast of Kalgoorlie, with a population of around 150 people, Tjuntjuntjara is one of the most 

remote communities in Australia. Those Aṉangu who do not live in Tjuntjuntjara generally reside in 

either Yalata, Oak Valley, communities in the APY Lands (SA) (SA), communities in the Ngaanyatjarra 

Lands or Kalgoorlie (WA). 

1.2 Purpose of this Media Policy 



This Media Policy has been developed to help individuals, organisations and businesses to carry out 

work in line with the cultural and natural values of Spinifex Country, balancing the responsibility of 

Aṉangu for their land and culture with the needs of the tourism, media, film and photographic 

industries.  

Spinifex Country is renowned for its exceptional natural environment and the living culture of 

Aṉangu; with traditions dating back tens of thousands of years. There are lots of things about 

Aṉangu and Spinifex Country that are valued: the animals and plants; the landscape; the water; and 

Aṉangu s connection to culture.  

 

The fundamental purpose of this Media Policy is to ensure that all the above is respected and 

protected.  

Visiting professionals are encouraged to engage and help empower Aṉangu and Aṉangu enterprise. 

Pila Nguru welcomes film, photography and media projects that promote and enhance the cultural 

values of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country. This may include projects that feature Aṉangu way of life 

and culture, or engage Aṉangu in production roles, for example talent, or as crew or advisors. This 

Media Policy applies to individuals, groups or organisations who wish to capture, use or create 

images, footage, sound recordings, artwork or likeness of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country (whether 

new or existing, true to life or a representation) for personal, commercial or public purposes. 

This also applies to using or capturing images, footage, recording or likeness of Aṉangu or Spinifex 

Country from outside the ‘boundaries’ of Spinifex Country. Images, footage, recordings, artwork or 

any other likeness will be captured by the wording ‘image/s and/or footage’ in this document. 

1.3 Roles and Responsibilities 

This Media Policy was produced by Pila Nguru (Aboriginal Corporation) RNTBC (Pila Nguru) in January 

2024, in collaboration with Paupiyala Tjarutja Aboriginal Corporation (PTAC).  

Pila Nguru is one of the oldest Registered Native Title Body Corporates (RNTBC) in Western Australia, 

holding the native title rights and interests on trust for the Spinifex and Untiri Pulka Native Title 

holders as their prescribed Body Corporate.  

All media inquiries and permit applications are to be submitted to Pila Nguru in the first instance. 



2. Application of this Media Policy  

The table below outlines who is required to follow this Media Policy and who is required to obtain a 

Media Permit. More details as to Media Permits is contained in Section 5 below. 

Example Do I need a Media Permit? 
 

Individuals, groups and organisations wishing to access and use 
existing images and/or footage of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country 
for commercial purposes.  
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Journalists or news / current affairs organisations wanting to cover 
news of the day relating to Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country 

Yes  
 
Media Permit A 

Visitors taking images and / or footage of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex 
Country for personal use and not for commercial purposes or public 
display, including on social media. 

No 
 
You do not need a Media 
Permit but should follow this 
Media Policy and get verbal 
consent from Aṉangu prior 
to photographing/ filming  

Visitors wanting to share or use images and/ or footage of Aṉangu, 
Tjuntjuntjara and/ or Spinifex country. 
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Visitors who take images and / or footage originally for personal use, 
but later decide to sell or publicly display images and / or footage  
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Professional photographers / filmmakers or visitors taking, using, 
selling or publicly displaying images and / or that feature Aṉangu 
and/ or Spinifex Country in any way  

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Businesses or organisations wanting to promote their business or 
organisation through a visit to Tjuntjuntjara and/ or Spinifex country. 
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Not for profit organisations or individuals promoting a charity event 
or fundraiser through a visit to Spinifex Country 
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

Commercial or public social media or blog account holders/ 
influencers wanting to livestream, post or re-post images and / or 
footage of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country. 
 

Yes 
 
Media Permit B 

 

3. Working with Aṉangu 

3.1 Aṉangu involvement  

Consistent with other conditions of this Media Policy, proposals that involve Aṉangu (including young 

Aṉangu) will be positively considered. Commercial projects should always align with and promote 

the cultural and natural values of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country.  

Projects conducted under a Media Permit may require Aṉangu involvement for cultural supervision 

purposes, which must be organised in advance. Arranging for Aṉangu to be involved as guides or 



talent must also be organised in advance. Aṉangu will negotiate a separate fee for their time and 

Media Permit holders may also be required to pay for any translation services.  

3.2 Cultural Awareness Training 

Individuals working on Spinifex Country need to attend a Cultural Awareness Training session either 

in-person or online (once established) before entering Spinifex Country. A face-to-face briefing may 

also be provided on Spinifex Country with Pila Nguru representatives.  

3.3 Expected behaviours 

There are some basic guidelines and expectations regarding behaviour on Spinifex Country. These 

include: 

• Stick to the roads that are stipulated in the approved Permit as being accessible  

• Talk to community before “adopting” dogs 

• Treat people respectfully 

• Don’t be scared to talk to Aṉangu – just be friendly! 

• Don’t take photos or footage of Aṉangu for a photographic or filming project unless you have 

been given specific preapproval via a Talent Release Form.  

3.4 Intellectual property 

Media Permit holders are expected to be mindful of how Anangu, their land and culture are 

represented in media projects. 

Aṉangu cultural & intellectual property needs to be protected by following the ‘ICIP’ principles found 

here: uktnp-media-guidelines-apr22.pdf (parksaustralia.gov.au). 

For more information on working with Indigenous communities, see Pathways & Protocols: a film 

makers guide to working with Indigenous people, culture, and concepts (2009) by Terri Janke. 

3.5 Images and footage of deceased Aṉangu  

Images or footage that explicitly show people who have passed away are offensive to Aṉangu and 

are not considered appropriate for commercial use.  

 

4. Protocols for working on Spinifex Country 

4.1 Cultural heritage sites 

Aboriginal cultural heritage sites are recognised and protected as an integral part of Western 

Australia’s cultural heritage, under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972. There are many sites on Spinifex 

Country that are covered by this legislation as the landscape is of great spiritual significance to 

Aṉangu. There are different types of cultural heritage sites with varying degrees of significance to 

Aṉangu. 

Certain parts of Spinifex Country are so significant that they must not be recorded, filmed, or 

photographed, or should only be recorded, filmed, or photographed in a particular way. These sites 

tell important stories from the creation time and set the moral codes for life and relationships for 

Aṉangu. Guidance is to be sought from Aṉangu as to how to mitigate the risk of capturing images or 

footage in areas where there are highly sensitive cultural heritage sites. 

https://parksaustralia.gov.au/uluru/pub/uktnp-media-guidelines-apr22.pdf


4.2.  Exclusion zones 

The Country directly around Tjuntjuntjara contains a suite of culturally significant and sensitive 

places for Aṉangu. Media Permit holders cannot photograph, film or paint images of the areas 

shown directly around Tjuntjuntjara, as seen in Maps 2, 3 and 4 below. For further guidance, please 

contact Pila Nguru in the first instance.  

Map 2 – Tjuntjuntjara exclusion zones 

 

Map 3 - Tjuntjuntjara exclusion zones 

 

 



Map 4: Tjuntjuntjara exclusion zones 

 

 

4.3 Aerial filming and photography  

Permission can be sought to capture aerial images and/ or footage as part of a Media Permit. Flights 

over Spinifex Country for the purpose of commercial image and / or footage capture must follow the 

requirements of the ‘Fly Neighbourly’ principle, with consideration to flight paths and minimum 

flying heights. Aṉangu accompaniment may be required during the flight. This will be assessed as 

part of the Media Permit application process. Media Permit holders are asked to show the same 

respect for the values of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex Country from the air as on the land.  

Aerial images and footage should be panoramic and should not include the exclusion zones shown 

on Maps 1 and 2 above. 

Media Permit holders are to observe road access rules, which also apply to all aerial filming and 

photography. For example, the Aboriginal Business Roads (North, South and East of Tjuntjuntjara) are 

closed to the public, and the Anne Beadell Road’s reserve (public access) is a 100-metre-wide 

corridor. These rules will be clearly stipulated in approved Media Permits. 

4.4 Remote Piloted Aircraft and drones  

Any proposals for media use of drones or unmanned aircraft systems through a Media Permit are 

assessed on a case-by-case basis, may incur additional fees and special conditions, and generally 

require a longer assessment timeframe. This is because they present a safety and environmental 

hazard, disrupt Aṉangu and provide extraordinary access to sensitive detail.  

If you are successful in obtaining a Permit that involves drone usage, you will be required to comply 
with a range of whole-of-government policies being developed by the Australian Government’s 
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communication, and the Arts. 

5. Permit information 



5.1 Uses of Media Permits 

A Media Permit is required to travel through Spinifex Country on non-public roads, entering onto 
Spinifex land and staying overnight in Tjuntjuntjara.  

A Media Permit allows individuals / organisations involved to use existing and/or new or third-party 

images and / or footage of Anangu and / or Spinifex Country for commercial purposes; subject to 

approval from Anangu.  

A Media Permit is suitable for: 

• One-off projects that are smaller in scale and typically short in duration. These projects 

generally present a low risk to Aṉangu and / or the values of Spinifex Country; for example, a 

one or two-day photography shoot with a small crew.  

• Simple projects involving no unusual requests and minimal disruption to Aṉangu and/ or 

Spinifex Country. 

5.2 Types of Media Permits 

5.2.1 Media Permit A – Public Interest Journalism 

Media Permit A is for public interest journalism such as news of the day and current affairs. It 

applies to journalists and news photographers, camera operators or recordists. News of the 

day generally means unanticipated events that happen in Tjuntjuntjara or on surrounding 

Spinifex Country. It does not include general items about Aṉangu, Spinifex Country or a 

planned event.  

Journalists and news photographers, camera operators or recordists should inform Pila Nguru 

of planned activities on Spinifex Country and observe the specific advice covered in this Media 

Policy about how to work on Spinifex Country and how to capture and/ or use images and / or 

footage appropriately.  

Media organisations should submit news file footage and / or images to Pila Nguru for review 

prior to keeping on file for stock images and are asked to be mindful of reusing images and 

footage of Aṉangu who may have passed away.  

News organisations can re-share amateur content from viewers or readers featuring Aṉangu 

and /or Spinifex Country if the content is consistent with the advice covered in this Media 

Policy about appropriate use of images and / or footage.  

5.2.2 Media Permit B – Personal, Commercial and Public Purposes 

This Media Policy applies to individuals, groups or organisations who wish to capture, use, or 

create images, footage, sound recordings, artwork, or likeness of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex 

Country (whether new or existing, true to life or a representation) for personal, commercial, or 

public purposes. In this instance, ‘public purposes’ means images, footage, sound recordings, 

artwork, or likeness of Aṉangu and/ or Spinifex country that is intended to be displayed, 

shared or accessed by the general public or in open view.  

 

5.3 Conditions  

https://www.clc.org.au/media-permit-a


Media Permits to capture or use images and / or footage will be subject to conditions. A breach of 

conditions may lead to Pila Nguru and / or PTAC taking compliance action including the possible 

cancellation of Media Permits. 

5.3.1 

Media Permit holders are required to:  

• Comply with this Media Policy 

• Agree to use the images and / or footage only for the purpose stated in their Media 

Permit 

• Carry Media Permits and conditions with them whilst on Spinifex Country and produce 

them if asked by an Anangu or Pila Nguru and / or PTAC staff members. A breach of 

conditions may lead to Pila Nguru taking compliance action including the cancellation of 

Media Permits and trespass charges. 

• Not allow an image and / or footage taken under Media Permits to be used by another 

person or organisation for a commercial purpose, except as stated on the Media Permit. 

That person or organisation will be required to apply for their own Media Permit. 

5.3.2 

Media Permits (including images and / or footage obtained through the Media Permits) are 

issued for 5 years, consistent with approved use and in line with the details outlined in Section 

12 ‘Approval to use images and/ or footage’. Images and / or footage can only be reproduced 

while a Permit is deemed valid. Once a permit is expired, the right to use the images and / or 

footage also expires. 

Media Permit holders do not need to apply for another Media Permit to reuse images and / or 

footage if it is being used again in-line with the original purpose and if the original Media Permit 

is still current (i.e., within 5 years of being issued). Where Media Permit holders wish to use 

images and/ or footage for a different purpose, they need apply to add it to / amend the existing 

Media Permit.  

5.3.3 

Media Permits can be revoked if the Media Permit conditions are breached or images and/ or 

footage include images of Aṉangu who have passed away.  

5.3.4 

On completion of a media project, Media Permit holders must submit their ‘final’ images and / 

or footage for approval to Pila Nguru. Media Permits will explicitly state the purposes for which 

captured image and / or footage can be used. 

5.3.5 

Commercial projects should always align with and promote the cultural and natural values of 

Aṉangu and / or Spinifex Country.  

5.4 Process to obtain a Media Permit 

a) All Media Permit applicants are to visit the Pila Nguru website and download the relevant 

Media Permit Application Form. 



b) Media Permit applicants are to submit completed Media Permit Application Forms (with 

relevant attachments) via email to Pila Nguru and arrange the electronic transfer of an 

Application Fee (see Section 5.8 below) 

b) The relevant Board of Directors (Pila Nguru and possibly PTAC) will then assess the 

applications. 

If the subject matter is of a sensitive nature, the proposal is lengthy or there are concerns 
about the proposal, the assessing organisation may require the submission of a script, shot 
list or storyboard to assess the application. 

c) Applications will be processed as soon as possible and are contingent on the complexity of 

the project. Please note; where consultation with Anangu is required, the application may 

take longer to process. 

d) Once the application is assessed, Pila Nguru will contact the Media Permit applicant to 
discuss the outcome, including associated fees or conditions of the Media Permit. 

e) All approved Media Permits will be emailed to the Applicant, along with any other relevant 
documents or information required to accompany your Permit. 

5.5 Timeframes 

Media Permit applicants must allow sufficient time for their application to be processed.  

The assessment timeframes depend on the complexity of the request and the availability of staff and 

Anangu. Ideally, Applicants should submit their application 6 months prior. 

Applications are assessed in the order they are received. In limited and specific circumstances, such 

as posting to social media platforms, Media Permit applicants may be able to request a fast-tracked 

assessment, however this is not guaranteed.  

5.6  Other approvals 

All approvals are subject to current policies and procedures within Tjuntjuntjara (for example, 

Cultural Awareness Training) and must meet the requirements set out in this Media Policy. Outside 

organisations will need to be approached if a project spans Anangu Country / communities outside 

of the Untiri Pulka and Spinifex Native Title Determination Areas. 

5.7 International visas 

Overseas filmmakers and photographers carrying out activities for commercial purposes while in 

Australia must hold an appropriate visa with the entitlement to work in Australia. Media Permit 

applicants will be required to provide proof of documentation as part of their application, for each 

individual member of a crew. For more information on these visas and how to apply visit 

www.immi.gov.au.  

5.8 Fees 

The following non-refundable administration fees are required for Media Permits: 

Type of fee 
 

Amount 

http://www.immi.gov.au/


Application fee  $50 (one off), to be paid on submission of Media 
Permit application 

Filming ($250/day) $250/day, to be paid prior to commencement of 
the project 

Still photography, artwork, and sound recording $100/day, to be paid prior to commencement of 
the project 

Anangu involvement in the project (including 
translators) 

Negotiable on a case-by-case basis and are 
payable directly to the Aṉangu engaged 

 

Exemptions to fees may be considered under extraordinary circumstances.  

5.9 Prior to Visiting 

Before entering Tjuntjuntjara and / or surrounding Spinifex country, you will be required to: 

• Make your accommodation booking 

• Attend Cultural Awareness Training 

Pay (via electronic transfer) any additional fees as per your Permit 

6. Social media  

6.1 Definitions 

Commercial and public social media account holders wanting to post images and /or footage of 

Spinifex Country need to apply for a Media Permit B. 

In this instance, ‘commercial’ means fee-for-service or a social media account that is owned and run 

by an organisation (private, government or not-for-profit) and includes professional content 

influencers and generators.  

In this instance, ‘public social media’ means a social media account that is owned by an individual or 

group that is displayed or shared publicly or in open view. This includes but is not limited to 

influencers, content creators, and bloggers.  

Activities relevant to this Media Policy include: 

• Commercial or public social media account holders on Spinifex Country to promote a 

commercial activity  

• Commercial or public social media account holders receiving a commercial benefit for 

posting images and / or footage of Aṉangu and / or Spinifex Country to social media 

• Commercial or public social media account holders posting images and / or footage of 

Aṉangu and / or Spinifex Country to social media intended for public view  

6.2 Live streaming and real time posting 

Livestreaming and real time posting are classified as filming on Spinifex Country and may require 

Anangu accompaniment to provide on-the-spot guidance and approval.  

6.3 Sharing content 

Social media account holders should not share or re-share content featuring Aṉangu and / or Spinifex 

Country for commercial purposes if it isn’t covered by their Media Permit.  



Images and / or footage taken under a Media Permit are not to be used by another person or 

organisation for a commercial purpose or public display except as stated on their Media Permit. That 

person or organisation will be required to apply for their own Media Permit. 

Partner organisations can share and re-share content featuring Aṉangu and / or Spinifex Country to 

commercial social media platforms if the content is consistent with the advice covered in this Media 

Policy about appropriate use of images.  

 

7. Access  

To protect Spinifex Country’s fragile ecosystem and its natural values, access is restricted to public 

roads unless accompanied by Aṉangu.  

In some instances, Media Permit holders may be granted supervised access to limited non-public use 

areas in specific circumstances; approved on a case-by-case basis. All information regarding granted 

access to Tjuntjuntjara and / or the surrounding Spinifex Country will be contained in each Media 

Permit. 

 

8. Astrophotography  

Media Permit applicants can apply for permission to gain access to Spinifex Country after hours to 

conduct astrophotography.  

This is assessed on a case-by-case basis. Aṉangu accompaniment by may be required.  

 

9. Virtual reality and 360-degree photography  

Virtual reality and 360-degree photography is generally not allowed due to extraordinary access to 

sensitive detail that it provides.  

Applications will be assessed on a case-by-case basis by Pila Nguru. 

All proposals to capture images and / or footage using this technology may attract extra conditions 

and are limited to pre-approved locations.  

 

10. New technology  

Technology is changing rapidly and new ways of capturing images and / or footage are constantly 

being developed. All proposals to capture images or footage with a technology not covered by this 

Media Policy will be assessed on a case-by-case basis by Pila Nguru. 

 

11. Commercial image library  

An image and / or footage library of accredited and approved images of Spinifex Country and Aṉangu 

is being developed for commercial use but is not yet available.  



 

12. Approval to use images and/ or footage 

12.1 Anangu names 

It is important for Aṉangu that the correct place and personal names are used in media project. The 

Permit issuer can advise on this.  

12.2 Modifications 

Images and / or footage of any part of Spinifex Country must be true to life.  

Media Permit holders are to contact the Permit issuer before modifying or manipulating an image 

and/ or footage for commercial use. 

12.3 Aṉangu approval 

All Media Permit holders are required to submit ‘final’ images and / or footage to the Permit issuer 

for Aṉangu ‘sign off’ prior to publication or public release, as outlined in 5.3.4 above. 

 

13.  Advertising and promotion  

To protect Spinifex Country’s values, the use of images and / or footage for advertising and 

promotion is generally not permitted unless used in a way that promotes the natural and cultural 

values of the Country and people’s awareness, understanding and enjoyment of them.  

This means advertising and promotion of commercial products, activities, services, and industries 

must:  

• Be consistent with cultural and environmental values of Anangu (including motor vehicles, 

fashion, food, drink, banking and investment, insurance, cleaning products, sporting 

goods/activities, medical/health products, camping equipment, rural and urban industries, 

extreme sports, motor racing and other similar products, activities, groups and services). 

• Relate directly to the specific scenery, environment, and culture of Spinifex Country in its 

regional context. 

• Facilitate visitor enjoyment and appreciation of Spinifex Country, scenery and environment, 

and appropriate elements of Aṉangu culture. This includes promotion of a service or 

business that operates to, from or within Spinifex Country. 

No Media Permits will be issued for advertising and promotion of religious, protest, political and 

similar events, activities, or groups.  

All other advertising and promotion proposals will be considered on a case-by-case basis. They will 

need to provide socio-economic benefits for Aṉangu and must not negatively impact on Aṉangu and 

/ or Spinifex Country. 

 

14. Contact 

For further information:  



Visit:  www.pilanguru.org 

Phone:  (08) 9028 2540 

Email: access@spinifex.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pilanguru.org/

